
February 11,  1974 

Dr. Patricia Berg 
Dspartmant of Microbiology 
Unfvsraity of Chicago 
Chicago, W o i o  60637 

Dear Dr. Berg, 

I have a great many rcarervotiuns about tho experiment yau 
propose and a great deal of thought 6 h m ~  be given to porriblrs 
hasardous C O R I I ~ ~ U I I ~ C ~ O .  That's not to soy that there are such con.. 
sequencer but very  frankly, cutting up HSV DNA and randomly in- 
.ertfng tt iato a A phage DNA may well  generate rornsthhg quite 
narty (LI well  a i  what you want. If one could manage to isolate just 
the tk gena or a small piece of DNA contoiatag the tk, the inrertion 
of that pbcs of DNA into a pbg0 or plrlrmid carrier wauld csrtainly 
be preferable. I don't know Ber& Rohman'o cell culture set up 
and therefore a n %  ccmunent QA the adsquacy of the containment 
feature, for E. coU; they mry very wel l  ba adequate but I rurpect 
that large s c m h  of ruch cetlr or phage will u l t h t s l y  bs the 
g d  and that'@ where I hatre scriuwi rsservationr about containment. 

My own prejudice (unb it is only a prejudice at prsraat) ir to 
call a moratorium on such axptrrhrrtr psndfng a conference I expect 
to call {very W d y  next Fall or early W i n t e r )  to explore the runffl- 
cationrr and pooeiblc danger# (ff say) to ruch experbsntr. Bot moet 
important such a con#erencs can conrider whether m y  kind of con- 
trols are wcaarary or poaribb to prevent an unwanted dirrrtcr. 

1 can't expect that my prejudice is anforctabb but you did 
ask m y  oplnion. And that ir, I would rrot do that exprsrim8nt now! 

Of couroe, if there is such a Conference, you and Bsrnh 
woulcf bs invited to partlciplrte. 

W&h best regards to Alvin and Bernie, 
SFPICeraly. 


